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Northeast Wisconsin Stormwater Consortium
Meeting Minutes
November 9, 2015  •  2:00pm – 4:00pm
NEWSC Office


Attendees: Peter Schleinz, Dani Santry, Brent Jalonen, Sam Tobias, Jeremy Freund, Michael DeBauche, Jim Bachhuber, Kent John, Eric Thompson, Brian Wayner, Jeff Mazanec, Patrick Kuehl, Ashley Leisgang, Pete Neuberger, Eric Rakers, Nick Waldschmidt, John Neumeier, Greg Minikel, Matt Smits, Greg Keil, Kevin Englebert, Heath Kummerow, James Rabe, Scott Ahl, Joel Gregozeski, Chris Pagels, Scott Beining, George Dearborn, Bob Schmeichel, Craig Berndt, Steve Birr, Bill Backe, Dave Vander Velden, Chri Murawski, Roy Van Gheem, Randy Friday, Amy Minser


Minutes Taken By: Genevieve Vander Velden
1. Welcome and introductions
Jeremy and Genevieve did introductions.  Jeremy wanted to thank everyone as this is his last full membership meeting as chair.
2. Review and Approve May 11, 2015 meeting minutes
Peter Schleinz motions, Bob Schmeichel 2nd. M/C.
3. Financial Report – Dani Santry, Calumet County, 920-849-1493 x241
NEWSC is in good financial standing.  Dani provided the financial report.
Bob Schmeichel had a question about pre-contract.
Dave Vander Velden motions, James Rabe 2nd.  M/C.
4. Reports
a. General Public Committee – Genevieve speaking on behalf of Chair Sue Olson, City of Appleton 920-832-6473 
next meeting:  January 14th 1:00-3:00 OMNNI
i. Overview of 2015 Outreach

Genevieve presented on the general public outreach on behalf of Sue and handed out the list that Kelly provided of all 2015 outreach activities. Bob Schmeichel had a question about school presentations and if there have been any volunteers.
b. Municipal Committee - Chair Jeff Mazanec, RA Smith 920-731-8397x3406

i. Stormwater Pond Workshop – February 2016

ii. Ice & Snow Road Workshop – Fall (September/November) 2016.
iii. Municipal Committee expansion/transformation

Jeff discussed the stormwater pond workshop that is coming up in the Spring.  Matt requested the time and date of that meeting and Genevieve will follow-up with an email to the membership.
c. Building & Development Committee - Chair Brent Jalonen, Calumet County, 920-849-1493, ext. 395
i. Erosion & Sediment Control Workshops
ii. Model Ordinance Update
Brent discussed Green Bay erosion control workshop and upcoming erosion control workshop in Oshkosh.  Genevieve will send a follow-up email with that information as well.
d. TMDL Committee – Chair George Dearborn, Town of Menasha, 920-720-7140

i. Update
DNR came out with new TMDL guidelines.  George discussed the comment period meeting coming up on the 16th.  Jim B. asked if it applies to all MS4’s that have a required percent reduction.  Amy Minser from DNR spoke to the new TMDL guidance that was released.
e. Rules & Regulations Committee – Chair Nick Vande Hey, McMAHON, 920-751-4200

i. Update
Jeremy spoke on behalf of Nick.  When something comes up, we will make sure to update membership.
5. New Business
a. USGS Green Infrastructure – Bill Selbig, USGS, 608-821-3823
Bill presented his project with the USGS.  EPA is interested is trying to get a grip on green infrastructure.  The USGS has been charged with getting some picture to inventory all the green infrastructure going on in the state.  Their hope is that they can build a database to document all the green infrastructure.  Have difficulty tracking grant awards that install smaller green infrastructure practices.  They are especially interested in the “what and the where.”  He is requesting people to fill out the form so that they are able to see if all the green infrastructure is making a difference.  Jeremy asked a question about grants available.  USGS will be installing monitoring equipment based on the GI practices on the map.  They don’t want to limit themselves on federal, but want to know about state and local practices.  Designing 2-4 different types of monitoring projects in 2016.  EPA is mainly interested in volume reduction.  Public and privately owned are both helpful.
b. Leadership Council 
i. Recognize 2015 Council Members 
ii. Election 2016 Leadership Council

Change one member-at-large to be a 2 year term so that every year a member-at-large position becomes available so those are always alternating— Change Heath’s term to 2015-2017

John Neumeier motions, Nick Waldschmidt 2nd.  M/C.  
iii. 2016 Leadership Council Meetings – 1:00-4:00 at NEWSC Office
· Monday, January 18, 2016
· Monday, April 18, 2016
· Monday, July 18, 2016
· Monday, October 17, 2016
c. 2016 Budget – Dani Santry, Calumet County, 920-849-1493 x241
i. 2016 Membership Dues
ii. 2016 Budget Presentation

James Rabe makes motion, Peter Schleinz 2nd.  M/C.
d. Planning for the future – Recommended 2017 dues increase
Jeremy covered the 10% increase.  There were no questions/comments.  The full membership will be voting on the due increase at the next full membership meeting in May.
e. DNR Update – TBD 
Amy Minser provided DNR update.
Discussed “realignment” effort.  DNR will try to get to more construction sites, they will reviewing permits even less.  They want to focus on MS4 and industrial permits.  All permit applications are to be submitted electronically.  All submissions will be displayed online.  They want to focus on outreach so there is better compliance.  
Modeling for Upper-Fox Wolf is behind schedule but is moving forward in the Spring of 2016.

Greg Kiel asked about update with funding.

Nick Waldschmidt asked about annual report form and when that will be available.  Matt Smits said it is important for that to get out as early as possible so it passes through all the boards and committees.  Helps permittees get the report in on time.

6. MS4 Permit Review: Surviving an Audit – Chris Pagels, Town of Greenville, 920-821-2244 and Heath Kummerow, City of Neenah, 920-886-6245
Chris discussed the audit as a 2-step process.  A meeting that goes over all the financials and then there was a field day that goes over all the construction sites.  DNR went over the entire MS4 document—they wanted to know how everything was being implemented within the document.  DNR wanted to know how Greenville was complying with the TMDL regulations. 
Heath had the same process with the DNR as Chris with Greenville did.  DNR looked at every item on the MS4 permit in the meeting.  DNR reviewed the ordinances, construction/post- construction agreement and permits.  Toured all city projects and provided recommendations and followed-up with a compliance schedule.

Jeremy Freund asked if Amy had a plan to do a certain number of communities per year.  Amy responded with that the official goal is 5 communities per year but she is working on back-log as well.  She anticipates auditing 2 communities per year.
7. Notice of Non-Compliance: City of Green Bay’s experience – Matt Heckenlaible, City of Green Bay, 920-448-3112
Over the past 4 years Green Bay has gone through significant changes with sanitary sewer systems.  This pulled resources away from doing stormwater as well as depleting staff.  In December of 2014 the DPW received a complaint of fill that was causing back-up—there were no permits that granted this large fill.  Because of this and other issues, City of Green Bay received a NON in April 2015.  The City had to communicate with the DNR on how to enforce and deal with the erosion control issues.  The City did inspections of all construction projects dating back to August 2014 in order to gain compliance.  They also issued letters to builders stating that they will be doing inspections in order to meet compliance.  Over the course of the summer, 2 students did 1900 inspections and around 20% had issues of non-compliance.  Since then, a summer student has stayed on doing erosion control compliance inspections.  The City will be hiring a full-time erosion control inspector who will be doing plan review, site inspection, compliance, education, and taking over all construction sites.  The City will now have one department doing the permitting.  The funds for the new position are coming out of the stormwater department.  
8. 2016 Full Membership Meetings 
a. Monday, May 9, 2016
b. Monday, November 7, 2016
9. FWWA Update – Jessica Schultz, Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance, 920-858-4246
Genevieve presented on behalf of Jessica.  Working on the GLRI and GLOS grants.
a. GLRI Update – Jeremy Freund, Outagamie County, 920-832-5076
10. Other Items

11. Adjourn
George Dearborn motions. Joel Gregozeski 2nd. M/C.
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